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Section (b) - Amendments to the Claims 

Claim 1 (previously amended) A method for establishing and brokering a transaction between 

purchasers and vendors over a wide area computer network, the method comprising the steps of: 
providing a vendor database of vendor in formation to at least one potential p urchaser for 

review by said potential purchaser , oaid database comprising vendor information on a plurality of 

vendors, said vendor information comprising a doccription descriptions of the goods and 

services offered by said a plurality of vendors: 

providing a request for proposal (RFP) template to said at least one potential purchaser 

over said wide area computer network- 
receiving RFP information from said at least one potential purchaser into said RFP 

template, over said wide area computer network, said RFP information comprising a description 

of the goods and services required by said at least one potential purchaser; 

comparing said descri ption of the goods and services required by said at least one 

potential purchaser in said RFP information with said descriptions of the goods and services 

offered by said plurali ty of vendors v endor information in said vendor databas e, said comparin g 

step carri ed out automatically bv computer: 

identifying vendors in said vendor database offering goods and services similar to said 

goods and services required by said at least one potential purchase r, said identifying step carried 

out automatically by computer : 

generating a sub-list of p otential vendors identified in said identifying step for review hv 

said at lea st one potential purchaser: 

selecting at least one of sa id potential vendors from said generated sub-list, said selecting 

step carried out bv said at least one potential purchaser; 
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communicating said RPP information to said identified selected potential vendors; sad 
communicating a response from at least one of said id e ntified selected potential vendors 
to said at least one potential purchaser, said response comprising a proposal to provide goods and 
services to said at least one potential purchaser at a specified price and according to specified 
termsiand 

commiminatinF an acceptance or a reject ion from said at least one potential purchaser to 
said at leas t one of said selected potential vendors . 

Claim 2 & 3 (canceled). 
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